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to engage in a business enterprise for the sake of
profit, it soon underwent a noteworthy transforma-
tion. In 1629, control passed into the hands of
those members of the company in whom a religious
motive was uppermost. How far the charter
was planned at first as a Puritan contrivance to
be used in case of need will never be known. It
is equally uncertain whether the particular form
of charter, with the place of the company's resi-
dence omitted, was selected to facilitate a possible
removal of the company from England to America;
but it is likely that removal was early in the minds
of the Puritan members of the company. At this
time a great many people felt as did the Reverend
John White, who expressed the hope that God's
people should turn with eyes of longing to the
free and open spaces of the New World, whither
they might flee to be at peace. But, when the
charter was granted, the Puritans were not in con-
trol of the company, which remained in England
for a year after it was incorporated, superintend-
ing the management of its colony just as other
trading companies had done.

But events were moving rapidly in England.
Between March, 1629, and March, 1630, Parlia-
ment was dissolved under circumstances of great